
The Academic Honor Code:  Sanctions & Further Impact   
 

This document, summarizing legislation passed by the Skidmore faculty in October 1995 and revised 
by the faculty in March 2000, describes the record-keeping and reporting implications for students 
who have violated the Academic Honor Code. The decision of the faculty applies to all current and 
future Skidmore students. The sanctions described here are in addition to those presented in the 
Student Handbook and the New Student Advising and Registration Guide; they are also in addition to 
any sanctions imposed by the Student Conduct process and officers of the College. Members of the 
Skidmore community may seek clarification of any Academic Honor Code issue from the Associate 
Dean of Faculty with responsibility for student academic affairs. 
 
This document differs from older print versions of the New Student Advising and Registration Guide 
in that it clarifies the following points: (1) students admitting to or found responsible for an academic 
integrity violation may be withdrawn from national and Skidmore honor societies at the discretion of 
the honor society, (2) the reporting and eligibility implications of an infraction cannot be set aside or 
modified by Student or Administrative Conduct Boards, except in the special case of first-year 
students where the level of offense determines the eligibility implications, (3) the Committee on 
Academic Standing considers academic integrity violations during its review of students who do not 
meet minimum standards for continuation, and (4) academic integrity is a factor influencing a 
student’s eligibility to study away and to participate as a Peer Mentor in the First Year Experience. 
 
STUDENT RECORDS IN GENERAL:  every effort is made to keep records of Academic Honor Code 
violations confidential so that the student found responsible for an infraction can move on 
successfully with his or her academic, co-curricular, and personal life at Skidmore. An Honor Code 
conviction can become a temporary or permanent part of the student’s official file (that is 
maintained in the Office of the Registrar) only through action taken by a judicial board or by the Dean 
of Students & Vice President for Student Affairs, the Dean of the Faculty & Vice President for 
Academic Affairs, the President of Skidmore, or their designees. The Student Conduct process of the 
College and its procedures are described in The Student Handbook. Important exceptions to the 
general principle of confidentiality are described below. 
 
THE IMPACT OF INFRACTIONS ON ELIGIBILITY AND REPORTING: 
 
1) Effects on honors and prizes: violations of the Academic Honor Code will, with few exceptions, 
make a student ineligible for the following prizes, distinctions, and honors: 
 

a) The Dean’s List for the period of the sanction (which will generally mean the semester in which the 
infraction occurred, unless a longer period of “probation” or “warning” has been imposed) 
 

b) Honors at graduation (cum laude distinctions, departmental honors, etc.); academic prizes 
awarded at Honors Convocation or at Commencement; Periclean Scholar Awards; some leadership 
awards; membership in the Periclean Honors Forum and in national academic honor societies; 
membership in Phi Beta Kappa (in the case of Phi Beta Kappa, the Skidmore chapter will determine 
eligibility after a report has been made by the Associate Dean of Faculty). Students already inducted 
in Skidmore or national honor societies at the time of the infraction may have their membership 
revoked at the discretion of the society or chapter. 
 
 






